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Pioneer appreciates parents with a drive by breakfast. John Corbitt Thought that 

spirits could be lifted by doing something special for the parents of Pioneer 

students. The challenge was how to do something given the current restrictions to 

meet and gather. The solution?, a drive by breakfast gift. Thanks to a Carson City 

School District mini grant, Mr. Corbitt was able to purchase coffee cards and 

pastries to hand out to parents as they dropped off their students. Mr. Corbitt 

explained “the Appreciation Drive-Thru Breakfast will assist in creating an 

inviting, informative, and comfortable atmosphere to greet parents at Pioneer 

High School and ensure they feel welcome.” Based on the reactions of the 

parents the event was a great success. 

 

B.I.N.G.O 

 

Students get to enjoy a bit of relief and competition 

by playing BINGO during lunch. Mrs. Gingrich and 

Mrs. Langum called out the lucky numbers to eager 

students. Students won a variety of prizes from 

yummy treats to portable phone chargers.  

 

What did the 

stamp say to 

the Christmas 

card?  

Stick with me 

and we’ll go 

places! 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Corner Counselors 

1: Enjoy some family time. However, you are celebrating your holiday, this time off from school is a great chance for you to 
spend time together as a family. Set aside the stresses of school and the worries of the world for a little while and get back 
to focusing on what matters most: your family.  
 

2: Cook a meal. Research and choose a few recipes and take the lead on cooking a dinner. Find some online cooking tutorials 
that you can enjoy together. Stock up on some basic ingredients and experiment.  
 

3: Read a book. Reading is one of the best and easiest ways to help retain knowledge when school is not in session. It’s a 
perfect way to cure boredom and fun way to keep your brain working.  
 

4: Exercise. Exercise is good for improving your emotional well-being. Take daily walks, go jogging or ride a bike. Find a 
YouTube channel with short workouts and take up a daily habit together. Get moving, release those endorphins into your 
body and help improve your sleep and mood, as well as boost brain and body health. 
 

This year has been challenging and taxing to our bodies. Take some time for yourself during the holiday break to rejuvenate 
your mind, body and soul. We will see you in January energized and ready to go. 

The semester is nearly over and students will be taking some time off to 
recharge their batteries over the holiday break. Here are a few tips from 
to help ensure a rejuvenated spirit when school resumes on January 4th.  
 

Four years at Pioneer 
 
Senior Shania West decided early that she wanted to graduate as a Pioneer 
Panther, and chose to attend Pioneer High School for all four years.  She 
thought that it would be a good fit for her and she has no regrets. And, now 
with those years nearly behind her, Shania is looking forward to achieving 
her goal of going to college. 
 
As a student who loves nature and the local beauty of the Carson Tahoe  
region, Shania spends her free time going on hikes, finding waterfalls and  
exploring new places. Soon she will be exploring the campus of Western  
Nevada College to pursue a career either in criminal justice or the medical  
field. Shania has a desire to help people who are ill and feels that all people  
deserve a fair case if they run in to trouble. 
 
Shania’s dream has been to go to college. Now, just a few months away from  
achieving her goal, she credits her success to her teachers, her mom and her  
boyfriend. Shania stated “All these people have told me to never give up when I just really wanted to.”  
 
 “Thank you Mrs. Watts and Ms. Danielle for being there when I needed help or someone to talk to. Thank 
you for having faith in me.”  
 
Shania says that Pioneer has helped her in many ways by teaching her to never be afraid to ask for help, 
because she believes most people definitely will help you  “Once I leave Pioneer, I will be sad because this 
is one of the best schools I have been to,” she said. “They are the most caring people I know. The 
atmosphere there is amazing. It's like a big family there. Thank you Pioneer for everything that you do.”  
 
Shania, Pioneer will be sad to see you go, but even more, we will excited to see what you have yet to 

accomplish. Thank you for your success and we look forward to hearing about what is to come. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Santa facts: 
He was real... sort of: Born around the year 270, St. 

Nicholas was the Bishop of Myra, a town in what is 

now Turkey. He earned a reputation as an anonymous 

gift giver 

The first anglicizing of the name to Santa Claus was in 

a story that appeared in a New York City newspaper in 

1773. 

In his satiric 1809 book A History of New York, 

Washington Irving described Santa as a portly, 

bearded man who smokes a pipe. Irving's story also 

marked the first time Santa slid down the chimney. 

Clement Moore's 1822 poem A Visit From Saint 

Nicholas — which is now more commonly referred to 

as "Twas the Night Before Christmas” introduced and 

popularized many of Santa's defining characteristics — 

chiefly, that he drove a sleigh guided by "eight tiny 

reindeer." 

The modern image of Santa Claus as the jolly man in 

the red suit was seared into American pop culture in 

1931, when artist Haddon Sundblom illustrated him 

that way for a widely-circulated campaign for Coca-

Cola. 

In 1890, Massachusetts businessman James Edgar 

became the first department store Santa. Edgar is 

credited with coming up with the idea of dressing up 

in a Santa Claus costume as a marketing tool. Children 

from all over the state dragged their parents to Edgar's 

small dry goods store in Brockton 

The first mention of a spouse for Santa was in the 1849 

short story A Christmas Legend by James Rees. But it 

wasn't until Katherine Lee Bates' widely-circulated 

1889 poem Goody Santa Claus on a Sleigh Ride that 

Santa's wife was popularized. 


